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distinguishing mark and characteristic. If we have a solidity which the French have not, they most certainly have an elasticity which we have not; and the imitation is equally awkward. Horace justly calls imitators servum pecus (slavish cattle); and, to do him justice, he is himself an original. If my countrymen would be thought conversant with Horace, as they most of them would be, I am sure they will find in him no instance of foppery, luxury, or profusion.
We have heard with satisfaction that some considerable persons in this kingdom, from a just and becoming concern for our distressed tradesmen and manufacturers, discountenance, as far as possible, this pernicious folly. And though I make no doubt but, at the end of this long mourning,* by which trade has suffered so immensely, some measures will be taken to this effect elsewhere, this would be the most likely way of eradicating the evil, and as it is by no means unprecedented to annex certain conditions to the honour and privilege of subjects appearing in the presence of their sovereign, surely none can be juster nor more reasonable than that they should contribute to the good of their country.
But the mischief does not stop here neither; for now we are not content with receiving our fashions and the materials for them from France, but we even export ourselves in order to import them. The matter, it seems, is of too great consequence to trust to hear-say evidence for; but we must go ourselves to view those great originals, be able to say, of our own knowledge, how such a glutton eats, and how
* On account of Queen Caroline, who had died on the 20th of November in the previous year.